34   THE BEAUTIFUL LADY CRAVEN
Count, afterwards Prince Hardenberg,1 and General Treskaw, met us at Bareith, and imparted to us the intelligence of the death of the Margravine, which took place at Schwanegen, her country villa, where her brother, the Duke of Saxe Cobourg, who had not seen her before for ten years, was upon a visit to her.2
The subject of her interment was a matter of perplexity. The Margrave's mother was a Royal Princess of Prussia, and had been buried with royal honours ; the Margravine was not Royal: and it became a question in what manner she was to be buried. The Margrave and Count Hardenberg asked my opinion. This subject puzzled me, and I requested time to reflect. Count Hardenberg gave me the night for consideration, as the hussar was to set off at nine the next morning. I appointed him, at half-past eight, to come to me, when I informed him, that as the Margrave was a Prince Royal at Berlin, his consort was also Royal, and that thirty years of union with the Margrave gave her a right to every respect that could be paid; and if any fault was found, I begged that it might be attributed to me : that I made it my request that she should be interred with all the honours which were conferred upon the Margrave's mother. The courier was dispatched with the orders, and we remained a week at Bareith. When the body of the Margravine was embalmed, the source of all her complaints was discovered.
1  Charles   Augustus,   Prince   Hardenberg   (1750-1822),   Prussian statesman who played an important part in the German uprising of 1812-13.
2  Ernest Frederick, Duke of Saxe-Saalfeld-Coburg (b. 1724), succeeded his father, Duke Francis Joseph, in 1764.   Married 23 April, 1749, Sophie  Antoinette,   daughter of   Ferdinand Albert,   Duke of Brunswick.    He died in 1800, and was succeeded by his son, Francis Frederick. witiiutufv,
